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INTEREST 


HOLLAND, &c. 


| Conſiderations touching the Alli- 

ances which Holland might en- 

ter into with mightier Potentates 
than themſelves. And firſt with 
3 France. 
OUCHING the three great 
Powers of France, Spain, and 


Ezxgland, is all the Difficulty, 
ſince each of them by their 


# own Strength can always be Armed; 
and knowing how much we are Ccon- 
x cerned for Peace, neither of them fear 

: B us, 


us, but we muſt fear them. And there. 
fore it is very neceſſary that we be- 


have our ſelves very Prudently towards 


them, as to the Point of Alliances ; 


Which to effect the. better, I conceive 


it neceſſary, as formerly, particularly 
to conſider how much Good and Evil 
thoſe Three Kingdoms may receive or 
fuffer from the Hollanders, and likewiſe 
what Good or Evil can befal Holland 
by each of them. 

As to France, we are to obſerve, that 
formerly that Country ſubſiſted wholly 
by Tillage, and therefore could ſuffer 


little Damage by a War at Sea. But 


ſince the Reign of Heury the Fourth, 
many heavy Impolitions have been laid 
upon all imported and exported Manu- 
tactures; and the Weaving of Silk, 
Wool, and Linnen, with many other 
Mechanick Works, is ſo conſiderably 


improved there, that the French can 


ſupply others with more made Stuffs, 
and other Manufactures, than Foreigners 
take off. So that a War againſt us, 
would be more Prejudicial to them than 
to us. 


But becauſe this Firſt Point is of ex- J 
traordinary Weight, and perhaps not ſo 


well underſtood by others, I find my 
ſelf obliged to draw up a Lift of Ma- 
| nufactures 
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out of France into Foreign Parts, eſpe- 
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nufactures and Commodities exported 


cially into Holland, according to a Scheme 
preſented to the King of France by the 
Society of Merchants at Paris, when a 
new and: very high Impoſition was laid 
upon all Foreign Imported Goods, and 
eſpecially Manufactures, fearing leſt the 
like Impoſition would be laid by Hol- 


land and England upon all French Goods: 


And alſo from an Information exhibi- 
ted by the Lord Ambaſſador Boree/ in 
1658, to the Lords States General of 
the United Provinces. . 

1. In the firſt Place great Quantities 
of Velvet, Pluthes, Satins, Cloth of Glod 
and Silver, Taffaties, and other Silk 
Wares, made at Lions and Tours, which 
amount to above Six Millions. 

2. In Silk Ribbonds, Laces, Pa ſſements, 
Buttons, Loops, made about Paris, Kon, 


and thoſe Parts, to the value of Two 
Millions. 1 . 


3. Bever-Hats, Caſtors, Hats of Wool 


and Hair, which are made in and about 
Paris and Roax, to the value of One Mil- 
lion and a Half. | 


4. Feathers, Belts, Fans, Hoods, Masks, 


gilt and wrought Looking-glaſſes, Watehes 


and other ſmall Wares, to the value of * 
above Two Millions. 
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dome, and Clermont, to the value of above 
a Millien and a Half. 


6. Woollen Yarn ſpun in all Parts of 
Piccerdy, worth more-than One Million 


and ad. Half. 9 | . 

7. Paper of all ſorts, made in een 
pres Limouſin, Champagne and Normans 
cy, for upwards of Two Millions. 


8. Pins and Needles made at Paris 
and Normandy, and Combs of Box, Horn, 


and Ivory, for a Million and a Half. 


9. Childrens Toys, and ſuch as Murem- | 


burg Ware, or as the French call them, 
Quincaillerie, made in Auvergne, for up- 


Wards of Six Hundred Thouſand Flo. 
rins. 


10. Linen Sail- cloth made in Brittany 


and Normazdy, for upwards of Five Mil- 
lions of Florins. 


11. Houſhold- goods, Beds, Matraſſes, 
Hangings, Coverlids, Quilts, Creſpines, 


Fringes and Molets of Silk, above Five 
Millions of Florins. 


12, Wines from Gaſcony, Xainteigne, 


Nantois, and other Places, for above Five | 


Millions. 


13. Brandys, Vinegars, and Sider, for 
Fifteen Hundred Thouſand Livers. 
14, Safiron, Woad, Soap, Hony, Al- 


monds, Olives, Capers, Prunes, Prunellas, 


for above Two Millions, 15. 


5. Gloves nat at Paris, Radns: Ven- 


9 


15. Salt, yearly the lading of five or 
600 Ships, exported from Rothel, Maran, 
Brouage, the Iſlands of Oleron and Ree. 

And if we add to this the French Com- 
panies of Train and Whale-fins, of Cod 
and Pickled-Herrings, of Refining and 
fine Sugars, of all Spices and Iadian-Wares, 
with prohibition to all that are not of the 


Company to import any into France; eve 


ry one may then obſerve, that by a French 
War againſt us, the Inhabitants of France 
will be much more prejudiced than thoſe 
of Flolland in their Navigation and Traf- 
fick. r 3 | 
. Secondly, It is apparent, That the French 
have very few of their own Ships and 
Mariners; ſo that all their Traffick is dri- 
ven (ſome few Enz1iſh Ships and Traffick 
excepted) by Holland Ships to Holland, or 
at leaſt unlading there. And moreover, 
when any Goods are to be tranſported 
from one French Harbour to another, 
they are put on board Holland Veſſels. 
Thirdly, It is clear, That the Hollander, 
do buy up moſt of the French Wines and 
Salt that are exported; and that Salt 
might be had in other Countries, and 
particularly in Portugal, Spain and Punto 
del Rey. As it is likewiſe true, that we 
can better forbear thoſe Wines in Holland, 
chan the French Nobility and Ecclefiaſticks 


(to 


n * 


' War with France, the greateſt Part of that 
Trade may be {ſupplied with Rheniſn 
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(to whom moſt of the Wines belong) can 
forbear our Money. And beſides, by rea- 


ſon of the Feace in Germany, in caſe of 
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Wines, and poſſibly continue ſo alienated, 
altho? the ſame were not ſo profitable for. 
Holland, as the Trade by Sea in| French 
Would be. mere 
Foarthly, Tis well known, That in 
France very many Dutch Cloths, Says, 
Linen, Herrings, Cod, and other Wares, 
tranſported thither by our Ships, were for- 
merly ſpent there; which now by new Im- 
poſitions is much leſſened, or wholly pro- 
hibited. 9 M e 
Fiſibh, It is evident that France cannot 
attack us by Land, nor by Sea, for want 
of good Shipping, and on account of the 
Danger of our Coaſt : So that if they ſeize 
our Goods, Debts, and Ships, they can do 
us no farther Miſchief, except by ſmall 
Capers at Sea, which we may eaſily pre- 
vent by keeping Convoy-ſhips about 
Ujpant, and tending fome few Cruiſers 
to pick up the Privateers that ply about 
the Garonne, and the Loire, and clear the 
North Sea of them. But the greateſt harm 
that the French can do the Hollanders, 
would be in the Mediterranean Seas, where, 


by reaſon of our remote ſituation, we can». 


not 


„ // / / / 


not without great Expence overpower 


them in Shipping. But our good Orders, 
according to which our Ships muſt be 
Armed and Manned, would preſerve 
them from many Depredations. | 
_ Sixthly, It cannot on the other ſide be 
denied, that Holland with its great ſtrength 
of Shipping, would be able to Plunder all 
that far extended French Sea · Coaſt, from 
the North Sea to Itah, and take thoſe 
weak Towns and burn them, unleſs they 
were prevented by an extraordinary Force 
of Soldiery by Land; there being in France 
on the Sea · ſide very many weak Towns 


and Villages, and no Ships of War that 


dare keep the Sea againſt ours. Beſides 
which, we ſhould deſtroy all their Trade 
to the Eaſt and Meſt- Indies, and indeed 
thorow all Europe; which is at preſent 
of ſo much importance to France, as hath 
been formerly deelared. And when we 


* turther conſider, that in all Governments 


of a ſingle Perſon, the Treaſure in a time 
of War is miſerably waſted, as ſhall be 
farther demonſtrated when we come to 
ſpeak of England; we ſhall have reaſon 
to believe, that we ſhould be able either 
to ruin the French, or compel them to a 
Peace. 8 55 
By all which it clearly appears, that 
a King of France may not make War 
vpon 
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upon us, us, for ſes of bling great” 
mage from us, or others in our behalf, 977 
nor in hope of Conquering us, nor yet 
through vain Glory: But that on the 
contrary a War againſt us would imme- 


diately cauſe all French Traffick and Na- 


vigation to be at a ſtand, and endanger 


the loſs of it for the future. 

And moreover, if we obſerve that 
Spain in ſome meaſure, and England yet 
more, uſed to be formidable to France, 
it will further appear, that we never 
ought, by any Threatnings of France to 
make War againſt us, to {uffer our ſelves 


to be drawn in to make any League with 


France, which we conceive would be pre- 
judicial to us. And much leſs ought we, 


to pleaſe France, to ſuffer our ſelves to 
be brought into any War, by which the 
Strength of Spain or England ſhould be 


impaired by the French: For having once 
done ſo, we ſhould meet with more bold 
and troubleſome Rencounters from them, 
and expect at laſt a more ſevere WAY 
from that Kingdom. a 
Conſiderations concerning Holla nd's entring 
into Alliance with Spain. "2 Wh 


8 to Spain, it is very obſervable, 


that all the welfare of that Kings 
dum 
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dom depends on their Trade to the Mel. 
Indies: And that Spain affords only Wool, 
Fruit and Iron; and in leiu oi this, requires 
ſo many Holland Manufactures and Com- 
modities, that all the Spaniſh and -H/ eſt. 
Indian Wares are not ſufficient to make 
So that the Holland Merchants, who 
carry Money to moſt parts of the World 
to buy Commodities, muſt out of this 
ſingle Country of all Europe carry home 
Money, which they receive in payment 
for their Goods, without Benefit and by 
ſtealth, over that raging and boiſterdus Sea. 
2. It is well known that Spain during 
our Wars, loſt moſt of their Naval Forces; 
and that we during our Peace, have for 
the moſt part beat the Eaſtern Merchants 
and Engliſb out of that Trade. So that 
it is now certain, that in Spain all the 
Coaſt is navigated with few other than 
* Holland Ships; and that their Ships and 
Seamen are ſo few, that ſince the Peace 
they have publickly begun to hire our 
Ships to ſail to the Indies, whereas they 
were formerly ſo careful to exclude all 
Foreigners thence. 1 oo) to 1 
3. It is maniſeſt, that the Weſt-Indies, 
being as the Stomach in the Body to Spain, 
mult be joined to the Spaniſh Head by a 
Sea force And that the Kingdom of Na- 
i C ; ples 


Pretenſions to Holland, and a very power- 


ples with the Netherlands, being like two 
Arms, they cannot lay out their Strength 
and Vigour for Spain, nor receive any from 
- thence but by Shipping. All which may 
be very eaſily done by dur Naval Power 
in a time of Peace, and may as well be 
obſtructed in a time of War. 
4. It is likewiſe certain, that Holland by 
its naval Strength, is able wonderfully to 
encumber and perplex this whole diſpers'd 
Body in time of War, and accordingly put 
them to the Charge of Maintaining an in- 
credible Number of Land Forces in * 
riſons. 
Baut on the other fide, 1 it is likewiſe true, 

1. That the King of Spain muſt continually 
maintain a great Miluary Strength againſt 
the mighty Kingdom of France, and in 

thoſe great and jealous n e 
or elſe loſe his Countries 

2. It is known, That the ſaid King has 


ful Adherence of the Roman-Catholicks ; 
tho? rhe ſtrength of both theſe ſince our 
Peace, and his laying down all Pretenſions 
to our Country, and eſpecially by the expi - 
ration of ſo many Years, and our own con- 
firmed and improved Government, is very 
much diminiſhed, and almoſt annihilated. 
| It is likewiſe evident that Spain, by 
Brabant? - bordering on Holland, and by 
mt ans 


means of the Flemiſh Sea. Havens, is able 


to diſturb our Fiſheries, and Traffick, in 
"this e N . Goof 


4. It is certain, That this State of Free 
Government will not think it advifable, 
tho” they ſhould fall into a War with Syain, 
to take any more Netherlandiſh Cities by 
exceeding chargeable Sieges. He” 208 

5. It is manifeſt that all the Frontiers of 
the United Netherlands are ſo well Fortified, 
that we are not likely to loſe any of them, 


_ unleſs by their great Number; and yet if 


they are ip any wiſe well Defended, they 
would hardly pay the Damage to Spain. 
Moreover, Spain would then have Rea- 
ſon to expect that we ſhould excite France, 
according to the Intereſt of the Kingdom, 
to prevent any additional Increaſe of 
Spain by making War on his Frontiers, 
which would always in ſuch Caſes be 
very terrible to Sperm. 8 
So that by all that hath been ſaid, it is 


r- * manifeſt. that Spain may receive many 


oa Advantages by Holland in time of 
eace ; and that a War is very Prejudicial 


for both ſides ; Yet fo, that there is much 


more appearance for the King of Spain to 
gain upon us by Land, than for us upon 
him, unleſs we ſhould reckon the Plunde- 
ring and Burning of his Cities in Spain, and 
the loſing his Gallions at Sea to ballance it. 

| Becauſe, 
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Becauſe, as we have ſaid before, out fres 
Rulers having their Eye upon Trade do 
always decline an Offenſive War, and will 

carry on none but what is Neceſſary and 

Z of 

Whence we may alſo infer, that out of 
fear of a War we ought never, againſt the 
Intereſt of this State 1n it ſelf confidered, to 
make Alliances with Spain; and much leſs 
ſhould we ſuffer our ſelves to be led away 
to make the leaſt War againſt any of our 
Neighbours who are formidable to him ; 
fince the greateſt Quiet of this State con- 
ſiſts in this, That France be formidable to 

Spain, and England a Friend to us. 


Cor fderations touching Holland®s entring 
into Alliance with England, 

S for England, we are to know, that 
heretofore it wholly ſubſiſted by 
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Husbandry, and was wont to be ſo naked 
of any Naval Power, that the Hans-Towns 2} 


being at War with Exgland, they compel- | 
led King Edward in the Year 1470, tomake | 
Peace upon Terms of Advantage to them. 
And ſo long as the Engliſb uſed to tran- 
ſport nothing but a few Minerals, and 
much Wool, which they carried to Calais 
by a ſmall number of their own Ships, 
and ſold only ro Netherlandiſh Clothiers, 

. it 
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it would have been ſo Prejudicial for the 
King to forbear his Cuſtoms of Wool, 
_ | . (whichat Calais alone amounted to 50000 = 
Crowns per Annum) and Iikewile to the 
Subject, in caſe he had made War upon 
the Netherlands. That we read not that 
theſe trading Provinces ever broke out 
into a perfect open War againſt Ezelazd. 
For tho ſometimes War happen'd between 
the Princes of the reſpective Countrys, 
nevertheleſs moſt. of the Citys concers 
ned in Traffick and Drapery, continued 
in Amity. In ſo much that all the Wars 
ol that rich and plentiful Country broke 
out againſt France, and conſequently a- 
gainſt Scotland, or elſe againſt Wales and 
Tela, and ſometimes againſt Spain. 
But afterwards, when the compulſive 
Laus of the Wetherlandiſh Halls, and the 
t tumultuous riſing againſt them which fol- 
lowed, together with our Inland and 
Foreign Wars, had firſt driven the Cloth- 
weaving into our Villages, and "thence 
into England, and by the Cruelty of the 
Duke of Alva the Sav-weaving went 
alſo after it; the Exgliſß by degrees fell 
to vend their Manufactures throughout 
Europe, became potent at Sea, and be- 
an no longer to depend on theſe We- 
therlands, Then by the diſcovery of that 
unexpreſſible rich Cod bank of n 
ane 


land, thoſe of Briſtol in particular made 
uſe of that advantage; and ballaſting 
their Ships with Ezgliſb Lead, Tin, an 
other Wares, when they had complea- 
ted their Fiſhing of Cod on the ſaid 
Bank, they ſailed with it to Spain, and 
throughout the Mediterrantan, to vend 
their Exgliſß Wares with their Baccaleau, 
or Poor- John, in all thoſe Parts, and in re- 
turn carried other Goods of thoſe Lands 
to England. we ah 
4 Finally. we may add the long Perſecuti- 
= on of the Puritans in England, which cau- 
ſing the Planting of many Eng liſß Colo- 
nies in America, hath given Eugland a very 
great Conveniency to drive a mighty Fo- 
reign Trade with the Ixdies and the ſaid 
Colonies. e e eee e 

So that this mighty Iſland, united with 
the Kingdom of Jre/and under the Ge- 
vernment of one King, ſeems not to have 
need of any Garriſons to repel a Foreign 
Enemy, is ſituated in the midſt of Europe, 
having a clean deep Coaſt, furniſhed with 
good Harbours and Bays, in ſo narrow 
2 Sea, that all Foreign Ships that ſail to 
the Eaſtward or Weſtward, are neceſſi- 
rared even in fair Weather to {hun the 
$3 dangerous French Coaſt, and fail along 

_ that of England, and in ſtormy Weather 

| | to run in and preſerve their Lives, Sg. 
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and Gobds, in its Bays. So that it is eaſy 
to judge, that the ſaid King having ac- 


quired a conſiderable Naval Power, and 


being independent on all his Neighbours 
as to Trade, is very conſiderable to all 
that are concerned in Navigating the 


ſaid Narrow Seas. | 


Por according to the Proverb, * A Ma. 
ſter at Sea is a Lord at Land, and eſpe- 


cially. a King of Exglaza, ſeeing he is 
able both by whole Fleets of Ships, and 


private Ships of War, at all times to 


ſeize Ships that ſail by that Coaſt; 


the Weſterly Winds which blow for 


the moſt part on this fide the Tropzck, 
giving the Exe/;þ great Opportunities 


to ſai] out of their numerous Bays and 
- Harbours at pleaſure, to infelt our Na- 


vigation. And if this Commerce to the 


Eaſtward and Weſtward were ſtopt, or 


evented, it would certainly prove the 
Ruin of Holland. RE 
Which formidable Power of-the King- 


dom of England, King Henry the Eighth 


was ſo ſenſible of, that he dared to uſe 


this Device, + He whom I aſſiſt {tall be 
"Maſter: And accordingly made War as. 
he liſted, ſometimes againſt France, ſome- 


times againſt Spain; which was then 
„ ſtrengthened 


* Imperator Maris, Terre Dominus. 
+ (ui adbæreo præſt. 


9 with het Grube Empire 5 
and theſe Netherlands; making Peace at 
his own pleaſure, both with Francis the 
Firſt, and Charles the Fifth, whom he 
durſt ſo horribly n as to repudi- 
ate his Aunt. 

So that England now by a - Counjun- 
Ction with Scotland, being much increaſed 
in Strength, as well as by Manufactures, 
and a great Navigation, will in all re- 
ſpects be formidable to all Europe, ſo 
ee as an Abſolute King ſhall make uſe 
of that Power againſt. his Neighbours, 
without the Check and Controll of a 
Parliament. 

But on the other ſide, it is alſo cer- 
tain, that England in a time of Peace 
has great Advantages by the Hollanders, 
who in their Paſſage are neceſſitated to 
frequent their Havens. And there are 
now in Holland many more Exglſh Com- 
modities, which we could very well 
ſpare, that are tranſported. and uſed by 
us, than Holland hath Wares in Exgland, 


becauſe the Holland and other Foreign 


Manufactures . have for the moſt part 
long ſince been Prohibited. And face 
the Prohibition in Ezg/and of importing 
any Goods, ſave thole of the Growth 


and anacture of the Country, by 
Foreign 
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Foreign Ships into Eagland, all our Na- 
vigation to that Kingdom is at a ſtand. 
2. It is evident, that the Rivers in 
England are very ſmall, and remote from 
one another; ſo that all mutual Traffick, 
and tranſporting of Goods there, being 
neceſſarily done upon the open Sea, the 
Engliſh may ſuffer great Loſſes by our 
private Ships of War. 

3. It is certain, that the Exgliſs Trakt.: 
fick by Sea beiog ſo great, and remote, 
may be moſt Prejudiced in the Meaj- 
terrazean Sea, and the Eaſt-Inates, by the 
Holland Ships, which during our free 
Government, are much' augmented, and 
muſt and will be increaſed more and 

4. It is clear, that conſidering our 
ſmall. aad dangerous Coaſt, the Eugliſh 
by Land can make no Conqueſt upon 


Holland, unleſs they can get Footing 
by means of our - inteſtine Diviſions ; 
Znor we on them, for another Reaſon. 


Befides, Kings will ever be Canquering 
of Lands; and Prudent Republicks which 
thrive beſt by Peace, will never do fo, 
but rather erect Colonies. ney 
5. It is therefore conſequently true, 
That the Eugliſb cannot make War up- 
on us but by Sea. And ſince thoſe 


Wars muſt be carried on purely with 


D Money, 
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Money, becauſe Naval Power cannot 
ſubſiſt -by Plundering, and Quartering 


in an Enemies Country, and that the 
King of England cannot employ his 
Revenue for that end, having occaſion 
for that and more to maintain his 
Court; It alſo follows that he would 


have need of another ſtanding Reve- 


nue or Fund, to be enabled to carry on 
the faid War by Sea. . 


6. Ir, will be granted. That the faid 


King having a new ſtanding Revenue 


to maintain thoſe Wars, be would ne- 
ver after call a Parliament to deſire 
Subſidies from them, and conſequently 
the Parliament will never ſuffer that 


any perpetual important Tax be efta- 


bliſned in that Kingdom; becauſe the 


eſtabliſhment of ſuch a Tax would ut- 


terly deveſt them of ſo weighty a Pri- 


vilege, as is the aſſembly of Parliaments, | 
in which all Abuſes are to be redreſs d, 


and the Extortions, Briberies, and other 
Oppreſſions of Miniſters and Courtiers 
prevented or puniſhed, and Right done 


to the People, before they will engage 


by an Act of Parliament to pay thoſe 
B © * 
7. It is evident, That fo long as we 


effectually take care of our Naval Po- 


wer, and increaſe it as Opportuni- 
8 8 ties 


| 


| 


quire ſo great and chargeable Fleets, 
that they could not be ſet to Sea, and 
maintained by Subſidies or Taxes only, 
becauſe the Burden would be ſo great, 
ſo unexpected, and ſo uneaſily born by 
the Inhabitants, that the King would 
be in continual apprehenſion and fear 
of an Inſurrection of his Subjects, if 
he ſhould obſtinately perſiſt to make 
War againſt us. 5 

8. It is certain, That the Covrtiers 
and Favorits who poſſeſs the King's 
Ear, may make great Profits by this 
War at Sea by Prizes taken, and Sub- 
ſidies granted, as long as they continue 
on ſhore to manage the ſame. But if 
they go to Sea themſelves to command 
in the Fleet, they put themſelves in as 
much Danger of their Lives as the 
leaft Perſon there, by Storms, Ship- 


s, Wracks, Fireſhips, Bullets; and moreo- 
„ver, run the Hazard of having all their 


Endeavours during their abſence from 
Court miſconſtured, and miſrepreſented 
to the King by other Courtiers. In a 


| word, if thoſe Favorites, and Cour. - 


tiers, remain on ſhore during the War 
againſt Holland, they will be neceſſitated 
to ſee the Admiral carry away all the 
Honour of good Succeſſes, and they the 

De Blame 


ties offer, a War with us would re- . 
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Blame of the Bad; whilſt inſtead of 
carefully providing all things neceſſary, 
they ſtudy to enrich themſelves by the 
Subſidies and Prizes; and the Nation 
would gain little Honour or Profit by 
ſuch a chargeable Naval War. And 
on the other ſide, if they go to Sea to 
command the Fleets, they muſt neceſ- 
ſarily part from the Court, and be ab- 
ſent from the King, and conſequently 
lun a great Hazard; leaſt in the mean 
time ſome malevolent private Enemy, 
who hath the King's Ear, may fo ma- 
nage the matter, that tho' they went 
to Sea in the King's Favour, yet they 

may be called home with Diſgrace. 

9. It is certain, That Eug land, Scot- 
land and Ireland, having in all Parts a 
deep and bold Coaſt, their Cities, Towns, 

p and Villages in the Country being, weak, 
_ . or withour Walls and Fortifications, 8 
L they may in all Places be attacked, and 
I our Men may be Landed under the 
- ſhelter, of our Canon, and ſo Plunder 
' and Burn thoſe Places. Whereas the 
| Engliſh cannot do the like in Holland, 
1] becauſe our ſmall Coaſt can eaſily be 
| guarded and ſecured by our-own Forces, 
(| and is foul and ſhallow, that the Ene- 
it mies Ships of War cannot reach our 
1 Strand with their Canon, and in caſe 
1 . they 


they ſhould attempt to land with their EE 


Boats, they would ſoon be overſet by 


the high Surges of the Sea, or at leaſt | 
have their Powder ſpoil'd. So that 


what we ſhould fall ſhort of in our 
Privateering by Sea, we ſhould ballance 
by our p! jundering by Land, and burn- 
ing of Towns, and thereby be richly 
recompenced. Beſides, ſuch . plundering 
and burning will ſtrike 'a greater Ter- 
ror and Conſternation into the Inhabi- 
tants there, than any Loſſes at Sea would 
operate amongſt 1 

10. It cannot be denied, but that in 
all Monarchical Governments during a 


War, eſpecially. by Sea, vaſt Sums of 


Money are ill laid out, and embezel'd 
by Courtiers, Sea Officers, and Soldiers, 
and the Stores provided for the Navy 
frequently mifimpfoyed and waſted; ſo 


that in a little time the Money raiſed 


will fall ſhort; more eſpecially in Ez- 


gland, where the Subſidies granted by 
'the Parliament, being always limited to 


D 1 
a certain Sum, are indeed ſufficient but 


not ſuperfluous ; and an Ezz/jſb Court, 
above all others, is prodigal and thieviſh. 


Whereas on the other fide, in a free 
Commonwealth, and in a time of War 
by Sea, ſuch exact Accounts are kept, 


and Regulation uſed, that neither thoſe 


that 
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35 that are entruſted to provide t IO ne: 


ceſſary, nor thoſe that make ule . of 
them, can either miſpend or embezel 
the Publick Money or Proviſions ; and 
this may in a particular manner be 
expected from the Hollanders, who have 
always been famous for Frugality and 
Parfimony. And it is obſervable, that 
this Prodigality of the one Nation, and 
the Frugality of the other, is not only. 
_ viſible in the publick "Treaſure, but is 
alſo diſcerned in the private way of 
living, both of the Eugliſb and Hollazs 
ders: ſo that by a War at Sea the 
Taxes upon the Commonality of both 
fides increaſing, and the Profits decreas 
fing, Holland, in proportion to the Coun - 
try and Purſe of the Inhabitants, by 
well Husbanding the Publick Treaſure, 
Would eaſily hold out longer than Eu- 
gland, as appeared manifeſtly in the 
Tear 1667. 8 
All which Particulars being true, it 
naturally follows, that a War is for both 
Nations very Miſchievous; yet ſo, that 
England will be able to take many Prizes 
from us by Sea, and little by Land; We on 
the other ſide, few Prizes of the Eng liſb by 
Sea, but great Booty by Land. But we 
ſhould be ſufficiently prejudiced by them, if 
We had not a competent Number of wa 
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of War to match their Naval Stren 
and by that means ſhould” be forced to 
quit the Sea to the Eng/iſb, eſpecially 
if their Kings and Parliament would 
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not laviſh the Strength of that Iſland on 
their Luxury and Favourites, but rather 

in Ships and Mariners. 7 71 
So that our only Safety is grounded 
upon the Increaſe of our Naval Strength 
to ſuch a Degree, that the Exgliſb Fleets 
may either be over-ballanced by ours, 
or not able to hurt us, as likewiſe up- 
on thoſe Accidents to which a Monar- 
chical Government is always ſubject, 
and that a War with us would be ex- 
tzemely pernicious to the Subjects of Es. 


gland; and likewiſe that London, by means 


of greater Traffick and Navigation, 


would be more formidable to the Kings 


of England, than any of his Foreign 
Neighbours e 
80 that in order to avoid a War, 
we muſt in all our Differences give 
them good Words, and gain time, in 
hopes that in theſe Monarchical Go. 
vernments the Kings will either fol 


low their Pleaſures, or through Exceſs 
of Luxury, and Court-robbery, waſt all 
rheir Revenues, and run themſelves in- 
to Debts, or die, or perhaps fall into a 
Foreign or Inteſtine War. 


But 
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But we ware to take care, that we do 


not ſuffer our ſelves, for fear of a War 
with. England, to be inveigled into an 


Alliance, jointly to carry on an Offen: 


ſive War againſt any Nation, which 
may be very formidable to that Coun- 
try, and not ſo much to us. For in { 

doing we fhould make our ſelves con- 


ſiderably weaker, and Exsland ſtronger; 


who having that Thorn pull'd out of 
their Foot, might afterwards with leſs 


fear oppreſs and tramble! upon us, while 
we remain deprived of that Refuge by. 


our own Folly. The Truth is, fince 


England is more formidable to us than 


any Country in the whole Univerſe, 
it were an unpardonable Fault in us, 
to make them yet more formidable to 
eher not orim of Liu 
And above all, we are to obſerve, 
that in order to ſhun or avoid a 'War 
with England, we mult; not ſuffer our 
ſelves to be ſeduced; to alter the Com- 
monwealth for a Monarchical Govern- 
ment; for * The free Lyon will not be 
bound. again, was uſed. to be Holland's 


Device and Senſe, And if now under 


a free Government, we ſhould be neceſ- 
fitated to make ſome ſteps that way 
3 | to 
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to pleaſe the King of England; I would 


then ask how we ſhould be able to 


make the leaſt Reſiſtance againſt ſuch a 
Head, - as would in a manner become 
Lord of the Country, through our Weak- 
neſs and Chains, when he ſhall by an 
innate Hatred (which all Monarchs bear 
to Republicks) attempt to ruin our for- 
midable Naval Strengh and Trade, and 
deprive us of our Navigation, under 
colour of favouring a Prince related to 


him, and 2 Head of his own making, 
_ whilſt he deſigns the ſupreme Power for 


himſelf: He would, I fay, by this means 
make us the moſt miſerable Nation that 
ever was governed by any Monarch ; for 
ſuch a Government would infallibly trip 
us of all our natural Advantages proceed- 
ing from the Seas and. Rivers, and not 
only leave us charged with intolerable 
Taxes, but oppreſs us alſo with an expen- 
ſive and luxurious way of Living, together 
with thoſe other infinite Miſchiefs which 
are found ever in thoſe Governments. 
From whence it evidently follows, that 
we muſt defend our free Government, 
thoꝰ it ſhould be by a War againſt England: 
For *tis better and more commendable to 
fight for our Lives, tho? with the utmoſt - 
Hazard of Periſhing, than to Hang our 
{elves like Judas, for fear of receiving 
7 = foms 


ſome ſmarting Weunds in the Battle, and 
to Murder our ſelves by 4 double Death 
of Soul and Body, without hopes of a Re- 
ſurrection; ſeeing if the worſt befal us, 
and we be weakened by an Engliſß War, 
yet ſtill living under a free Government, 
we might wait for Accidents and Altera- 
tions, and hope to have better Succeſs at 
another time: Whereas on the contrary, 
by a Monarchical Government we ſhould 
for ever be deprived of our Fiſheries, Ma- 
nufactures, and Trade, to the Ruin of our 
ſelves and our Poſterity, who might 
juſtly Curſe ſuch baſe and cowardly Pa- 
rents. 1 oo 1 
In all Events it is evident, that Exgland 
fearing no Potentates of Europe, except the 
King of France, can make no Alliance with 
us grounded upon a common Fear; but 
that only, and conſequently all other Al- 
liances with that Kingdom, will be preju- 
dicial to us. TE | 4 
*Tis alfo as evident, that we are not to 
make any Allianee with Eze/aza, out of a 
deſire of Conqueſt; for at the beſt, when 
we have employ'd our utmoſt Strength in 
purſuit of, their Game, we ſhould at laſt 
moſt certainly differ with the Exg1ib Lyon 
about dividing, the Prey ; who taking the 
whole to himſelf, might ſoon after devour 
the wretched Holland Aſs; or at moſt we 
+ 55 ts mould 


 ſhouldonly be like Jackals, or Ferrets, to 

drive the Game into the Exgliſſß Net. 

It were therefore in truth much better, 
that Holland in her Actions ſhould imi- 
tate, not thoſe two filly and unhappy 
Beaſts, but rather the ſhy and wary Car, 
that hunts only for her ſelf. 

Since then we can make no advantage- 
ous Alliances with England, neither for 
common Conqueſt, nor common Defence, 
except againſt France only, we may rati- 
only conclude, that all Alliances with that 
Kingdom, unleſs defenſive againſt France, 
are uſeleſs to Holland, even thoſe which- 
might proceed from fear of a War 
with England: For it is evident, that 
Whatever advantageous Conditions that 
King acquires from us, we muſt immedi- 
ately make them good; and yet expect 
that he will nevertheleſs threaten us with 
a War, unleſs we will do many harder 
things for him. | 

And indeed he that will not defend his 

' | Subjects in their Lives and Liberties, tho? 
by troubleſome and dangerous Wars, is ſo 
| unworthy of Government, Liberty, and 
Life, that in all reſpects he ought to be 
* | eſteemed the Off- ſcouring of the World, 
| and his Poſterity never to be named in 
| {ſucceeding Generations, without Curſes 
and Deteſtation. FED noo 
i 11 Some 
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drawn from the foregoing Con farreeione, 
. bee all our Allies. 


UT of all which. foregoing. parti 
culars, J conceive we may draw 
the following Corollaries. 

Firſt, That all Alliances which Holaxd 
might make in a time of Peace with an 

NeghhouriagF rinces of Europe, are 3 
ly ynſerviceable to us; ſince in our Ne- 
ceſſity we ſhall never receive Aid from 
them, but rather be drawn into a War. 
But in times of War and Trouble we 
ſhould conſider, according, to what I for- 
merly mentioned, whether Hollang were 
able to defend it ſelf, and continue to do ſo 
againſt its moſt Potent N eighbours, Frauce, 
Spain, and England, without any Aſſiſtance 
from abroad. And ſeeing I ſuppoſe we 
can, it then follows, that if we are attacked 
by a weaker Power, we muſt not ſeek 
help from thoſe great Potentates mention- 
ed, becauſe they would thereby become 
Greater and Mightier. And on the contra- 
ry, a good Patriot of Holland ought to wiſh, 
that France and England may decreaſe, and 
that Syain may not increaſe in Strength. 
And if it ſhould ſo fall out, that one 
of the Three abovementioned Kingdoms 
mould 


| ſhould make War upon us, it is not 
at all needful that we therefore ſhonld 
{eek Aid from abroad againſt them by 
Alliances, unleſs they of their own accord, 
and decently offer themſelves; for other» 
wiſe: we ſhall-get nothing but a num 
ber of good Wards; and if we rely on 
them, we ſhall be much hindered, as 
we lately found in our Exgliſß War, 
When we were Allied with France, and 
have learned from that Inferior and Un. 
grateful Denmark. But when thoſe Al- 
lances fall into our Laps, then, Ifay; - 
2. When Folland is fallen into a War 
with England, all Alliances with other 
Potentates are good, in order to eſcape, 
provided our Allies firſt perform their 
Engagements. F he 
3. When Spain makes War with us, 
an Offenſive Alliance with France is good, 
provided the Freuch comply firit with 
their Engagements; and if they will not, 
it is better to ſtand upon our own 
Bottom, and to labour that we run not 
aground : And feeing we muſt run the 
Adventure, it is better to endeavour with 
full Sail to paſs over the Flats, than in 
| expectation of Foreign Pilots, who all 
may promiſe to aſſiſt us with their Skill, 
to let our Veſſel drive ſlowly, but cer - 
tainly on the Sands, and Periſh. 


It 


3 It is always more decent and honoura- 
| ble for Men to ſhew that Courage they 
| have, and effectually to exert their ut- 
moſt Strength againft an Enemy, in or- 
8 der to preſerve their Rights, than to ſur- 
| ED render all through Cowardice and 
| Fear. For tho? they may loſe by the War, 
| | yet they ſell every Advantage ſo dear to 
the Enemy, that afterwards neither he nor 
| any other will raſhly come on again. But 
| | he who for Fear, and want of Courage, 
| gives up any Part of his Eſtate and Right, 
| invites and pulls down upon his own Head 
| all that a covetous Enemy can deſire, and 
is deſpiſed by all Men. 
4. All. theſe Diſturbances and Wars, 
whether againſt Frazce (unleſs that King- 
dom were Strengthned by Devouring the 
| Spaniſh. Netherlands, and ſo become our 
Neighbour). or againſt any other Poten · 
rates, may more eaſily be overcome with- 
out any Alliance; tho” in ſuch a Caſe the 
leſſer Republicks, and Potentates may, in 
Favour of Holland, be drawn into the 
War by ſome preceeding Alliance, becauſe 
we having gotten what we aimed at, 
will ever interpret the Alliance made to 


our beſt Advantage. 
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1 5. It is cæteris paribus, more uſeful either 
=_ for Holland, or other Potentates, to have 
| Alliances with a Republick, than with a 


on 8 8 Prince | 
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Prince or King, becauſe ſuch - Alliances 
being grounded upon a common Intereſt, 
they may aſſure themſelves that they will 
always be ſo underſtood by the Governors 
of a Commonwealth, who beſides are Im- 
mortal and Perpetual. Whereas on the 
other ſide, ſingle Perſons have ſeldom ſo 
much Underftanding and Knowlege, as 
to apprehend. their own: Intereſt, much 
leſs will they take the Pains to govern by 
that Rule; and beſides, they are very in- 
conſtant and mortal, and naturally hate 
all KEDanncks>.:£ 5, iT ob E5 
6. It is, and always will be Dangerous 
for Holland, to make Alliances with France, 
Spain, or England, becauſe *tis probable 
that they who are more eſteemed only be- 
cauſe they are Kings and poſſeſs larger 
Territories than we, will always oblige 
us to perform our Engagements firſt, and 
expound all ambiguous Points to their own 
Advantage. But ſo long as we are in the 
leaſt fear of France, that is, ſo long as Spain 
can keep the Vetherlands, we may beſt enter 
into Alliance with that Kingdom for com- 
mon defence againſt thoſe that might wrong 
or make War againſt the one or the other. 
But when France is like to be Maſter of 
the Netherlands, and become our Neigh- 
bour, it is not only neceſſary for Holland 
to prevent that Potent and, always _ 
an 
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and inſolent Neighbour, and to take great 
care not to make any League, by which 
France may in any meafure increaſe in 
Power; but all the Potentates and States 


of Europe ought to combine together to Hin- 


der the further Growth of that Kingdom, 


which hath already overgrown all its 


eee eee 
Likewiſe ſo long as we muſt dread En. 


uſeleſs to make the leaſt Alliance with that 
Kingdom, fave ſuch as is grounded upon 
a common Fear of a greater Power, as 
now France is; ſeeing all written Allianc 

without common Neceſſity, are erlfrtel 
in favour of the greateſt, as happens in all 
doubtful Cafes : Befides that England will 
thus find more caufe with appearance of 
Right to make War againft us. For if 
that be found true, which mean Perſons 
conclude, That all that are in Partnerſhip 
have a Maſter; and that all ſuch Partner- 
ſhips begin In the Name of God, but uſe to 


end in that. of the Devil: Tis much more 


true of Kings and Princes, who have out- 
grown all Juftice; and conſequently as true, 


that ſo long as Exgland intends to have the 


Quiet or Diſquiet of Holland at their own 
diſpoſal, ſhe would be the worſt and moſt 
Tyrannical Ally for us that were to be 
found in the whole World, 3 0 
* rea 


lar Provinces. 


| * 
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ſhould curb that pernicious Inclination. 


Io ſum up all: 80 long as Holland can 
ſtand on its own Legs, it is utterly unad- 
viſable to make any Alliance with thoſe 
who are more Potent; and, efpecially it 
is not good to perform any thing firſt, or 
be before · hand with thoſe unconſtant Mon- 
archs and Princes, in hope that they will 
petform with us afterwards, according to 
the old faying, They that eat Cherries 
with great Men, muſt pay for them them- _ 
ſelves; and beſides, ſuffer them to chuſe 

the faireſt, and expect at laſt to be pelted 

with the Stones, inſtead of Thanks for 
the Favour received. 64 
7. And conſequently it is certain, That 
all the Advantage in Articles of an Alli- 
ance conſiſts in this, that Holland do al- 
ways covenant that the other Allies ſhall 
firſt perform their Engagements: All other 


# ſorts of Alliances are very prejudicial to us: 
For by the proper Conſtitution, or anci- 
ent Cuſtom of our Government, the De- 
puties of the Provinces upon all occaſion 


will, where they can expect any private 
Benefit, ſuffer themſelves to be moved by 


Foreign Ambaſſadors to draw in Holland 


to their Party, when they can ſee no De- 
triment toaccrue thereby to their particu- 
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Aud the following Proverb takes place 


with thoſe eſpecially (whoſe Commiſſi- 


oners for the Generality are not concerned 
for the Publick, ſo long as their Pro- 
vinces remain unburdened) That it is 
very eaſy to lie in the Aſhes with another 
Man's Garment, and be warm. 80 alſo 
*tis not difficult to take generous Re- 
ſolutions at the coſt of another, to keep 
Promiſe, to be liberal and merciful to- 
wards our Neighbours, while all other 
Potentates and States continue to deal 
openly and fairly with us. But ſuppo- 
ſing the other Provinces might be ſome- 
what concerned therein, yet is their In- 
tereſt ſo inconſiderable, that among their 
Deputies we ever find that a gener- 
al Evil is weighed according to the 
Weigher's particular Intereſt and no 0- 
therwiſe, how heavily ſoever another 
may be oppreſs'd thereby; eſpecially 

here, becauſe they are ſeldom called to 

account by their Superiors for their 

Tranſactions. 33 BY Rm PS 
And if any one doubts of the Truth 

of theſe Inferences, viz. That all Su. 

perior Powers, eſpecially the Monarchs 
and Princes of Europe, play with their 
Allies as Children do with Nine: pins, 

which they ſet up, and immediately 
beat down again as they pleaſe; ws 
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„ and rob his Orchard; 
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loſer, and ſuffers | ſhame, let him read 
the Hiſtories of Franciſco Guicciardino, 
and Philip de Commines. 
two famous. Politicians, the one an Ita- 
lian, the other a | Netherlander, writing 
of Matters in which they had the pro- 
foundeſt Skill, and in which they were 
very often imploy'd ; - if. chey,.' 1-10 
do not remove theſe Doubts, much leſs 
will it be effected by any reaſoning from 
me. "PRIN 

In the mean time, to conclude, 8 
hath been alledged above (viz. ſeeking 
our Preſervation by Alliances) I ſhall 
lay before you that which the Anci- 
ents have figured out, by the enſuing 
Fable. 

« A rich but weak Countryman, ob- 
“ ſerving. that his poor and ſtrong 
++ Neighbour, contrary to preceding Pro- 
% miſes made of aſſiſting each other, 
did notwithſtanding ſteal his Apples, 
told him of 
© the Injuſtice and Perfidiouſneſs of 
*. the Thing, deſiriag that he would 
« be ſatisfied with what he had. To 
this the ſtrong Boor anſwered, that 
this Sermon very well became a rich 
unarmed Man; but that he being 
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other weak and old Boor ha 
tbered a Noſegay of ſweet F 
and beautiful Flowers, threw them 


« ly with ſuch Food. And as to his 
« former Promiſes and Engagements for 


mutual Defence, fach kind of neceſ- 
ſity is ever excepted, and that he could 
not comply therewith. - Upon this the 


® . 


to the Plunderer, ſaying, I preſent 
you with theſe Fruits, that you may 
not rob my Orchard, which J uſe to 
Sow and Plant for the Uſe and Re- 
freſhment of Friends. The * 


Voung Fellow thinking with himſelf, 
that he muſt needs be very filly, 


who being able to take all, will be 
content with ſo ſmall a matter, rob*d 


him more and more of all that came 
to hand; infomuch that the Owner 
became impatient,” and in great haſte 


gathered up ſome Stones, and threw 
them at the Plunderer ; who being 


grievouſly hurt, was neceffitated to 


to leap down from the Tree and fly. 
The old weak Boor finding himſelf 


alone, broke out into theſe Words: 
Formerly we ufed to ſay, In Words, 


Herbs and Stones, there are great 
Vertues : But now I really find the 
Weakneſs of Words and Herbs, 2. e. 
Alliances, and Gifts to Knaviſh o_—_— 

a | & or 


e For all Gifts and Receipts are good J 
« for the Phyſician, and the true Anti- 
« dote in all Politick Diſtempers, is 
. good Arms and Treaſure: So that to 
© make an end, I fay, that no Body 
c can defend his Goods againſt Wicked 
„ Men, but by Stones, that is, good 
« Arms, which are the only Things left 
„ us, whereby we can bravely defend 
4 our Lives and Eſtates. 
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